
 

 

Friends	  of	  Fourth	  Ward	  Board	  Meeting	  Minutes	  –	  August	  
10,	  2015	  

Present:	  	  

Boyd	  Holland,	  David	  Haynes,	  Rob	  Cummings,	  Gau	  Gupte,	  Patrick	  Long,	  Stephen	  
Ricks,	  Jeremy	  Baldwin,	  Brian	  Phillips	  
	  
Also	  present:	  

Megan Liddle Gude (Charlotte Center City Partners), V.K. Simpson (CMPD), Jean Leier 
& David Hannon (I-77 Mobility Partners) 	  

Boyd Holland called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM 	  

Security	  Update	  

There was an attempted sexual assault on a woman at her home near Church St. last 
month. A male suspect followed the woman to her home while she was walking her dog. 
Police arrived at the scene shortly after the suspect forced his way into her home as a 
neighbor called reporting his suspicious behavior. The suspect was apprehended. Chris 
Connolly and Officer Simpson are both actively monitoring the case. 

Larceny from autos is still the number one issue uptown. There has been an uptick in 
individuals drinking near the 9th Street Park. V.K. informed the board that he will contact 
his ABC officer to see if the market nearby is violating the law and selling to intoxicated 
individuals. V.K. posted the latest 30 day crime report on NextDoor. 

I-‐77	  HOT	  Lanes	  Update	  

Jean Leier and David Hannon addressed the board regarding the changes made to the 
proposed addition of HOT lanes at the intersection of the I-77 & 277. The new proposal 
has a significantly smaller impact on Fourth Ward and will not require a new study on 
building sound walls. The proposed ramps and additional lanes will primarily impact the 
277 West and North of Hamilton Street. It is anticipated that building will commence in 
2017. David and Jean were invited to attend the next neighborhood meeting. 

Miscellaneous	  New	  Business	  

The August neighborhood newsletter is in process pending copy on the walking tour 
update. The board will ask for a volunteer to help spearhead the tree analysis and banding 
project in cooperation with the Park committee and the city parks and recreation 
department. 

Brian confirmed that the Drag Ball will take place at the Vue on the top floor of the 



 

 

building. 

The next neighborhood meeting has been confirmed for 9/21 at Rock Bottom. 

Walking	  Tour	  Update	  

Gau brought the board up to speed on the final stages of the walking tour signs update 
and our revised street signs. 

Both the new street signs and the walking tour kiosks were installed two weekends ago. 
One sign has already been vandalized and will be replaced at our cost. As the signs are 
not standard CDOT signs, the neighborhood is responsible for roughly $150 per 
installation. Lynn Weiss is continuing to pursue reimbursement from Duke Energy for 
the signs that they discarded.  

Pamphlets for the kiosks are pending printing from the Charlotte visitor’s center.  

There was a mistake made to at least one of the home descriptions on the tour. Gau plans 
on requesting an updated printing of the large kiosk signs after more time has passed to 
ensure any other errors are brought to light. Megan suggested we commit to a refresh of 
the signs on a multiple years rolling basis to ensure we are not incurring large expenses 
regularly. The cost to reprint the kiosk map is estimated at $700 for both installations.  

Lastly, the kiosk on 5th street was moved at the last minute to accommodate a park 
project that will change the shrubs and fountain area near the entrance to the park. After 
completion, the kiosk will be moved to the originally planned location. 

Tour	  Coordinator	  Contract	  Proposal	  

Patrick and Stephen presented a new compensation model for our tour coordinator in 
consideration of the increase of overall responsibilities and the additional revenues 
projected for our two major events (Holiday Home Tour and Garden Tour). A motion 
was raised to pay a flat $8,000 fee for each event coordinated with a 10% additional 
bonus on the net income of each event and a 10% bonus on any advertising sales. The 
motion was unanimously approved. 

Parking	  Situation	  

Following up from previous meetings, Stephen recommended we hold off on codifying 
any hard and fast rules around granting parking permits pending the potential impact of 
the SkyHouse apartment complex. 

Several neighbors have approached board members regarding parking limitations in the 
neighborhood, particularly on Popular. Rob volunteered to draft a letter to CDOT 
requesting extra enforcement. Megan offered to reach out to the SkyHouse team to see 
how they plan on handling parking and David volunteered to visit in person.  



 

 

Housing	  First	  Campaign	  

CCCP and Housing First developed a proposal for a one-month campaign to engage the 
neighborhood in the wide-ranging initiative. The board discussed utilizing social media 
resources and organizing a volunteer event to engage the community. Jeremy volunteered 
to run the campaign. A motion was raised to approve $5,000 of matching funds for the 
initiative and was unanimously approved. The board hopes that the additional $5,000 will 
serve as an additional incentive for neighbors to get involved. 

Crown	  Castle	  Towers	  

Verizon by way of their 3rd party contractor, Crown Castle, is looking to put additional 
equipment on existing poles to extend/enhance service in Uptown. The board reviewed 
some of the potential locations and agreed it was prudent to push for the least amount of 
visual impact possible. Gau volunteered to speak with our friends in CDoT to ensure we 
had a say in the placement of the additional equipment. 

 

Boyd Holland adjourned the meeting at 8:03 PM. 

Minutes submitted by: Stephen Ricks	  


